Case Study Peter
Peter is a 4 year old boy who attends a public preschool in his town.  The preschool includes children with and without disabilities. Peter is an active participant in all classroom activities. He particularly likes to engage in activities that enable him to explore his environment, such as building with blocks, using the water or sand table, or observing the class animal. (Science). He also loves to make music and paint (Creativity).  In his busy learning environment he has difficulty completing a task or play activity without intruding on someone else’s space (Approaches to Learning). He is aware of his struggles and can verbalize what is difficult for him. He requires adult prompting to organize and carry out daily routines. He is currently functioning at a Level 1 on the Social Emotional area (#8) of the Creative Curriculum.  (Social & Emotional).

Peter has poor body awareness, motor planning problems and difficulty with balance and coordination. Gross motor activities are consistently performed at a Level 1 of Creative Curriculum Gross Motor Skills #14,15 and 18 Peter colors with total coverage of the given area but crosses the outline with every stroke. Peter can draw a person and form all straight line letters (EFLHTI) and his name, but lines are poorly controlled with movement control coming from shoulder rather than fingers, resulting in broad overlaps at all intersections. Intersecting lines overshoot by up to ½” when forming letters, shapes, and drawings reducing legibility.  He is at level 1(#19) or 2 (#20 and 21) on the Creative Curriculum Fine Motor items. (Physical Health and Development)

Peter spontaneously uses verbal and nonverbal language throughout the day to express and communicate information and engage in play.  Based upon the continuum of language development of the Creative Curriculum his use of language and understanding are developmentally appropriate. However, his overall communication skills are impacted by reduced intelligibility. His parents are concerned about his ability to communicate clearly enough to be understood by unfamiliar listeners.  He uses speech spontaneously with rapid rate, lack of organization and articulation errors and omissions of nine target sounds (v, th, sh, s, l, r, p, s, z,dz) (Language Development and Communication).  

In the domains of mathematics and literacy Peter is functioning at an age appropriate level. He can identify the numbers 1-10, count to 14 and demonstrates 1:1 correspondence to 10 when reminded to count slowly. (Mathematics) Peter knows 24/26 letters of the alphabet. He knows the beginning sounds of letters and can give a word beginning with the letter asked. His knowledge of letters and sounds exceeds those of his classmates. The ability to rhyme words is emerging. (Literacy).


