Early Childhood Case Study
Janelle

Janelle is a 4 year 6 month old boy who attends a privately managed preschool program in his city.  He is friendly and cooperative and follows rules and routines of his preschool program.  He enjoys playing with toys and outdoor play equipment.  He plays cooperatively with his peers. He shares and takes turns.  
Janelle initiates hands on activities independently and sustains attention until they are completed.  He exits and enters play by physically joining or leaving the group.  He demonstrates curiosity through physical exploration.  His favorite place to play is the dramatic play center. 

He can draw shapes and simple pictures. Fine and gross motor skills and social emotional development are age appropriate.
Janelle can follow 2-3 step directions.  He enjoys looking at books and sitting with his teacher listening to stories, particularly ones that have pictures.  However, listening to a story in a group and responding appropriately to related questions are difficult tasks for Janelle. Attention in these tasks is variable.  After 4-5 minutes, he tends to wander visually or become physically active (touching, squirming, etc.). Janelle needs to improve his ability to verbally express himself in a way that can be understood by others. His expressive vocabulary is limited.  He speaks in response to adult prompts.  Typically 1-2 word utterances are used in combination with pointing and gesturing in his spontaneous verbal exchanges with peers and adults. He communicates infrequently during free play, morning meeting, and daily activities. When faced with a problem, he typically gives up, gives in, or walks away instead of using language to express himself.   He generally describes objects by using color words. He asks questions infrequently, voicing them with inflection (e.g. “Mommy work?”) Two-word utterances are generally intelligible in context (80%); however, intelligibility decreases significantly when the context of communication is unknown and/or when he attempts longer sentences, due to numerous developmental articulation errors. Misarticulation of /K/ and /G/ in the initial, medial and final positions is also evident. 

Janelle can sort objects by shape, size, and color.  He can name colors and identify shapes by pointing. Janelle names simple objects and pictures in his classroom and can address his classmates by name. He demonstrates an emerging interest in letters and words as evidenced by his journal writing.  He needs to increase his understanding of familiar environmental print and identify his name when it is written.  Labeling letters and shapes requires further development. He is beginning to use scribble-write with some letter-like forms interspersed. He is at “Forerunner” level in the Developmental Continuum in the Creative Curriculum for Reading #45, #46 (Level I for Writing # 50).

Janelle can count by rote to 5. Janelle’s understanding of patterns, concepts and comparatives is not yet evidenced. He is developing between Forerunner (e.g. patterns, # 30) and Level 1 (e.g. rote counting #34) for Cognitive Development: Logical Thinking.  
