Case Study

Marcus Elementary Student 

Marcus is a 6 years 8 month old first grader, who receives special education in the areas of reading, math and behavior.  

Marcus’ oral communication, fine motor and gross motor skills are age appropriate.  Behaviorally he exhibits a number of challenging behaviors.  In whole class instruction on the rug he is constantly moving his body. Cues like “Are you in control of your body?” work for the first few minutes, but then he is in motion again.  It helps to have adult next to him to give him visual cues.  When working independently at his seat, he has difficulty remaining seated and he distracts other students by touching or talking to them.  If corrected by the teacher during whole class or independent seat work, Marcus becomes angry and yells, screams or stamps his feet.  

A recent behavioral assessment (FBA) determined that Marcus had an outburst (i.e. yells, screams or stamps his feet) on average of 3 times per half day block of time and that Marcus was out of his seat distracting or talking to other students an average of 15 minutes during a 20 minute independent work block.  His performance was better in small group or 1-1 instruction. The FBA also determined that the function of the challenging behavior was to escape or avoid the activity as well as for attention.  In addition Marcus was able to exhibit positive target behaviors of 1. sit quietly, 2. keep hands and feet to self, 3. follow directions on an average of two targets per day during independent seat work and not at all during whole class instruction.
Academically Marcus has one to one correspondence for counting to 10.  He can compute and shows understanding of addition (combining) to 5, but has confusion with sums beyond 5. Marcus does not understand the concept of subtraction and has no strategies for dealing with a problem that requires subtraction. On the Math-Correct Digits CBM given in January of first grade Marcus had 2 correct digits, whereas the expectation for winter of first grade is 11 correct digits.  Marcus score fell below the 10th percentile. When math story tasks are read to him he draws a picture, but it is not related to the story, and there are no symbols or criteria. He needs concrete representations, i.e. manipulatives to organize information in his attempt to find a solution.  He is unable to represent information using a number sentence. Marcus needs problems read to him and benefits from verbal support. 

Marcus has a good command of sight words. On the Word identification CBM Marcus was already at 50 words correct per minute in March, which is the minimum expectation for the end of first grade. On the Nonsense Word Fluency CBM Marcus got 6 sounds correct. The expectation for the winter of first grade is 48 sounds correct.  In Letter Sound Fluency Marcus achieved 15 correct letter sounds whereas his peers are expected to get 40 letter sounds by the winter benchmark. Marcus difficulty with attending to task appears to impact his story retell. He attends to stories much better when pictures accompany the text and he is in small group or 1-1.  

Marcus’ good command of oral language is helpful in his writing. He develops good sentences and he produces good representations of sight vocabulary words.  However, because of his limited phonics knowledge, he has difficulty with other words.  He would be considered at a prephonemic spelling level, using random letters to represent most words. 

